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Abraham  Lincoln  In  The 
Office  Of  The  Old  Soldier. 


One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  1,  18-40,  The 
First  Number  Of  The  Old  Soldier ,  A  Whig  Campaign 
Newspaper  Was  Published  At  Springfield.  Abraham 
Lincoln  Was  One  Of  The  Editors. 
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■HE  year  1840  began  with  high  hopes  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  his  Whig  colleagues  'for  this  was  campaign 
year  and  with  the  “Old  Soldier,”  William  Henry 
Harrison,  at  the  head  of  the  Whig  ticket  political  plums 
ripened  for  the  picking.  To  insure  victory  the  Whig  State 
Central  Committee,  of  which  Abraham  Lincoln  wras  a  member 
decided  to  publish  a  campaign  newspaper.  It  was  named 
The  Old  Soldier  taking  its  name  from  the  presidential  nominee, 
and  the  State  Central  Committee  fostered  its  publication  and 
acted  jointly  as  co'editors.  The  paper  made  its  first  appearance 
on  February  1,  1840  and  fortnightly  thereafter  for  eighteen 

issues,  until  it  was  finally  discontinued  on  September  30th, 
having  outlived  its  usefulness  as  the  campaign  drew  to  its  close. 
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The  Old  Soldier  was  a  type  of  paper  present  in  all  campaigns 

■ 

of  the  last  century  and  its  modern  counterparts  are  not  difficult 
to  find  today.  During  the  campaign  of  1840  similar  papers 
appeared  in  other  parts  of  the  state  bearing  such  appropriate 
titles  as  The  Hard  Cider  Press  (Chicago)  and  The  Old  States' 
man  (Quincy).  In  Belleville  where  a  large  German  population 
had  settled,  the  first  German  paper  in  Illinois  began  publication 
as  a  campaign  sheet.  All  of  the  above  mentioned  were  Whig 
in  sentiment  but  the  opposition  also  had  its  papers,  chief  among 
them  being  Old  Hickory  named  for  Andrew  Jackson,  towering 
figure  of  the  Democratic  party  who  continued  to  increase  in 
height  even  after  his  retirement  from  public  office.  Like  The 
Old  Soldier  all  of  these  papers  were  born  out  of  the  campaign 
and  died  with  its  completion. 


In  a  sense  the  campaign  sheets  were  not  newspapers  at  all 
since  they  contained  very  little  news.  Only  political  advertise' 
ments  were  printed  and  the  editorials,  which  made  up  the  bulk 
of  the  paper,  were  purely  political.  They  took  the  form  of 
eulogistic  accounts  of  the  party  heroes,  vituperative  denunciations 
of  individuals  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  high  and  mighty 
campaign  promises  and  disparaging  recitals  on  the  shortcomings 
of  their  competitors.  A  vox  populi  column  and  short  news 
items  of  party  successes  in  other  parts  of  the  nation  were  also 
printed,  but  no  printers  ink  was  wasted  to  inform  the  readers 


of  an  opponent  victory. 


During  the  first  month  of  its  publication  The  Old  Soldier 
had  a  subscription  list  of  about  8,000  copies  and  prospects  for 
doubling  this  figure  were  considered  good.  On  the  1st  of 
March,  Lincoln '  writing  to  his  law  partner  in  Washington, 
expressed  pleasure  at  the  manner  in  which  subscriptipns  were 
coming  in. 

In  a  wilderness  where  books  were  scarce  and  periodicals  few, 
the  papers  were  avidly  read  by  all  good  party  men  and  nc 
doubt  passed  along  to  non-subscribers  for  their  perusal. 

While  serving  in  the  Legislature  at  Vandalia,  Lincoln  often 
contributed  items  to  the  news  hungry  Sangamo  Journal  back  jn 
Springfield.  He  continued  the  practipe  after  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Springfield.  Thus  in  1840  he  was  no  novice  in 
journalism  and  later  in  life  his  interest  never  flagged.  To  the 
power  of  the  press  he  was  to  owe  much  of  his  later  success 
and  this  was  a  lesson  learned  early  and  well. 
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The  Old  Soldier  was  published  in  the  office  of  the  Sangamo 
Journal,  indeed  it  may  well  be  said  that  it  was  the  campaign 
contribution  of  the  Journal.  The  masthead  of  the  present  day 
Illinois  State  Journal  lineal  successor  to  the  Sangamo  Journal 
still  carries  in  every  issue,  a  picture  of  Lincoln  and  these 
words:  “The  Journal  paper  was  always  my  friend  and,  of 
course,  its  editors  the  same.”  A.  LINCOLN,  June  18,  1864. 

Theodore  S.  Charrney 

The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  a  representative  picture  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  two  members  of  the  Whig  State  Central 
Committee  commenting  on  the  first  issue  of  The  Old  Soldier. 
Prepared  by  The  Poor  Richard  Press,  5053  Montana  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


